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REF LECT I ONS FROM OUR 
PRES I DENT 

Plan Ahead for 
our Annual 

Meeting, BBQ 
and Election!! 

July 17, 5:00 pm 
at the Harrell 

Residence 

B’nai Big BearB’nai Big Bear  

        BB U L L E T I NU L L E T I N   

  

 

 
We had a wonderful Passover, with a good turn-out and, as always, great 
food. Our Seder was led by Cantor Les Kushner, and the whole affair was 
enjoyed by one and all. One of our enthusiastic new members, Alan Arkin, 
stepped in to make the brisket and chicken, which were tasty and much 
appreciated. The rest of the board members extended themselves to 
make this truly one of the most enjoyable Passover Seders in recent 
memory. I cannot thank all of you enough for coming together to make it 
such an enjoyable event. 
 
On the horizon is the annual meeting this July 17, when we will be elect-
ing the Board of Directors for the coming year. We will be sending out 
forms for you to approve the board-recommended slate of candidates. If 
you are interested in serving on the board, you can write yourself in or 
nominate any member of B'nai Big Bear. 
  
As we move towards the new  year for the next board, we can say that the 
trend of board members leaving the board mid-term has been reversed, 
and we have re-established financial stability to B'nai Big Bear. One of 
our main goals in the coming year will be to expand our membership of 
young families, as well as others both on and off the hill.    
 
We need to purchase about a dozen Tanachs (Torah study books) to 
use on Saturdays and on Yom Kippur so people can follow the discussion 
during Torah study. If anyone would like to make a donation for these, 
please let us know. It would be a great mitzvah.  
  
For those of you coming up, the Friday night Shabbat services and pot 
lucks for May and June will be on May 14, May 28, June 11 and June 25 at 
6:30 p.m., while Saturday services are on the 5th of June and the 3rd of 
July, at 10:00 a.m. (all at Miller Park).   
 
As we enter the warmer months, I hope you will be coming up and that we 
will have the happy opportunity to see many of our friends. Don’t be 
afraid to escape the hot weather down below. There is a cool breeze 
in Big Bear, and we look forward to seeing you!  
 
Shalom, Joe  
 

Joe Balistocky 

May/June 2010 
Iyar—Sivan—Tammuz 

5770 



  “BITS AND PIECES from SUGARLOAF” 
By Jonathan Sprecher 

 
We’re getting into those summertime months, with associated possible “Summertime 
Blues”. It does get hot enough in Big Bear to get this affliction, but not nearly as much as in 
those lower elevations. Fortunately, summer brings us renewed visits by many of our mem-
bers who leave for the winter. As always, we look forward to seeing you. Participation is a 
great way to fight those blues!  

This is also a good time to regroup for us, and prepare for the High Holidays and Succot. Our 
next big event is the annual meeting, BBQ and election on July 17, to be at the Harrell resi-
dence at 5:00 pm. Be sure to come.  

Part of our Friday night service reflects on the wonderfulness of creation, and the fact that 
we can be blind to that. We pray to acknowledge and understand these wonders. Sometimes 
I wonder how we can ever be unhappy, given the great things we now have, vs. even a gen-
eration ago. How about instant global communication, and some pretty amazing advances in 
medicine? My son Eric is having a knee operation, during which his left knee cartilage is be-
ing renewed using cartilage of his grown “in vitro”, using cells harvested during an earlier 
operation. I think this is pretty miraculous. Even though disease has not been eliminated, we 
can repair many things that would have left us crippled (or dead) in the past. I myself had a 
back fusion after my plane crash in 2002—without the operation, I could have ended up para-
lyzed (or worse). But here I am (for the better, I hope). 

Why bother fixing people, though? The only value is to allow the contributions to our fami-
lies, community and society that would not otherwise have been possible. My son has to use 
his life for the betterment of humanity in some way—this justifies the time spent raising and 
repairing him. I think we all have this responsibility to our families and community—we aren’t 
here just to eat and watch the Lakers. So I encourage you to actively participate in may ways, 
including at B’nai Big Bear. If you wish to serve on the board, please let us know! 

Shalom, Jonathan     

Torah Study may be scheduled by advance reservation. 
Held at Miller Park before other events; private lessons also 
available. 

Havdallah is a B’nai Big Bear tradition, usu-
ally hosted by a B’nai Big Bear family at 7:00 
pm on the third Saturday of each month.   

10 am on the first Saturday of every month we meet 
at Miller Park for Services and Torah studies, led by 
Cantor Les Kushner or a knowledgeable lay member 
of our congregation.    

6:30 pm on the second and fourth Friday of the 
month at Miller Park: Shabbat pot luck dinner.  
Bring a main dish or a dessert and join us to ob-
serve the Sabbath at the end of a busy week.   

CLASSES HAVDALLAH CELEBRATIONS 

SHABBAT POT LUCK                  SATURDAY SERVICES 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Th Fri Sat 

      
 

1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

8 
Shabbat  

Morning Service 
10:00 am Miller 

Park 

9 10 11 12 13 14 
Shabbat 6:30 

pm Miller Park 

15 
 

16 
 

17 18 19 20 
 

21 
 

22 
Havdallah 

7:00 pm 
Harrell Res. 

23/30  24/31  
 
                     

25 
 
 

26 27 28 
Shabbat  6:30 

pm Miller Park 

29 

June 2010 
Sun Mon Tu Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 
 

5 
Shabbat Service 

10 am Miller 
Park 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
Shabbat  
6:30 pm 

Miller Park 

12 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
 

19 
Havdallah  

7:00 pm
Fleshman Res.

20 
Board Meeting 
Location TBA 

 
 
 

27 

21 
 
 

28 

22 
 
 

29 

23 
 
 

30 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

 

25  

Shabbat 
6:30 pm 

Miller Park 

 
  
 

26 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                
                        
                                                                                                                                                                                           
 



 
Thanks to Dr. Don Eads for our new prayer books and continued support! 

Page 4   

       P.O. Box 3677 
    Big Bear Lake, CA  

  B'nai Big Bear 

         
 

Want to advertise in Want to advertise in 
our newsletter?our newsletter?  

  
Contact JonathanContact Jonathan  
(909) 856(909) 856--29752975  

  
““You were not born 
a winner, and you 
were not born a 
loser. You are what 
you make yourself 
be”.     
——Lou HoltzLou Holtz  

Michael A. Sanford, M.D. 
 

Board Certified Urologist 
Adult and Pediatric Urology 

Certified Mohel 
(760) 773-3737 

(760) 773-5284 FAX 

74-020 Alessandro Dr. 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 

39-000 Bob Hope Dr. 
Rancho Mirage, CA 
92270 

Susan Balistocky 
Attorney at Law  

Available for Arbitrations/Mediations 
Business & Real Estate Disputes  

 
1901 Avenue of the Stars  #1900 

Los Angeles, CA  90067  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MAHJONG PLAYERS WANTED FOR  
REGULAR GAME,  WILL TEACH —   
POKER PLAYERS ALSO WANTED FOR REGULAR 
GAME.  CALL (909)  866-9556 


